Dear Friends,

The Finno-Ugric Consultative Committee holds a conference on the problems of the ethnic school development in the Finno-Ugric regions in autumn in 2005. In this respect it is important to study the opinion of the teachers, teaching the languages of the Finno-Ugric peoples as a subject.

The teachers in this poll will act as the experts, assessing the knowledge and usage of the Finno-Ugric languages by the pupils, the role of the state structures of the regions in the development of the Finno-Ugric languages development.

The presented by you information will help assess the contemporary state of the Finno-Ugric languages teaching and introduce recommendations for further improvement of the language teaching’s situation.

Attention of the teachers. Read every question. The variant of the answer, corresponding to your opinion, put in the circle or underline. Answer all the questions; do not leave any of the questions unanswered. Every question may have only ONE answer. Do not indicate surname, name and the patronymic. Indicate district, city/town/settlement/village in which your school is situated (item 17). The filled in questionnaire shall be returned to the people who gave this questionnaire to you, preferably not later than 01.07.2005.
QUESTIONNAIRE

1. What language are you teaching?
2. How do you assess the command of the language taught your pupils possess?
a. Good (speak fluently)

b. Satisfactory (speak)

c. Unsatisfactory (know some words)

3. Do your pupils speak the language they learn at school during the after classes activities, during the breaks, etc.?
a. Speak only Russian

b. Mostly speak Russian

c. Started speaking the language they learn oftener

d. Mostly speak the language they learn

e. Do not know

4. Do your pupils speak the language they learn at home?
a. Speak only Russian

b. Mostly speak Russian

c. Started speaking the language they learn oftener

d. Mostly speak the language they learn

e. Do not know

5. Do your pupils speak the language they learn outside the school and home?
a. Speak only Russian

b. Mostly speak Russian

c. Started speaking the language they learn oftener

d. Mostly speak the language they learn

e. Do not know

6. In your opinion, do the pupils feel shy to speak the language they learn?
a. They still feel shy to speak the language they learn

b. They feel less shy to speak the language they learn

c. Hard to say

7. In your opinion, have the possibilities of the contemporary schools to preserve the native languages changed for the last one-two years?
a. The possibilities of the schools to preserve the language have considerably increased

b. The possibilities are still limited though they have changed for the better

c. There are no considerable changes

d. The possibilities are still limited and even changed for the worse

8. The native languages are mostly taught as a school subject nowadays. Is it enough for its preservation?
a. It is enough and nothing should be changed

b. It is necessary to increase the number of hours for language learning-teaching

c. Several subjects should be taught in the native language

d. Most of the subjects in the primary school should be taught in the native language

9. How would you assess the preparedness of your school for teaching several subjects in the native language?
a. High

b. Moderate

c. Low

10. Are enough measures taken for the development of the “ethnic” school?
a. Quite enough

b. Not quite enough

c. Definitely not enough

How would you assess the activities of the following authoritative structures on the support of the native languages development (in scores)?

11. Regional Government


1
2
3
4
5

12. Regional Legislative Authorities

1
2
3
4
5

13. Municipal Authorities


1
2
3
4
5

14. Ministry of Education


1
2
3
4
5

15. What education have you got?
a. Higher Basic

b. Higher Pedagogical

c. Secondary Vocational, Pedagogical

d. Secondary Vocational, Non-pedagogical

e. Another

16. How would you assess your level of preparedness for teaching a series of subjects in the native language?
a. Low

b. Average

c. High

d. Hard to say

17. District, city/town, settlement, village, where your school is situated
Your comments, suggestions, etc. how to improve the teaching of the language of the people/ethnic group you belong to

The Questionnaire is developed by PhD (History) Senior Scientist of the Ethnology Sector of the Institute of Language, Literature and History of the Karelian Scientific Centre of the Russian Academy of Sciences Mr. Evgeny I. Klementyev
