Dear Colleagues and Partners of the Libraries!

The Ministry of Culture and National Policy of the Komi Republic, The National Library for Children of the Komi Republic named by S.Ya. Marshak invite you to participate in the international conference

“The Memory of Ancestors: the National Epos and Folklore of Finno-Ugrians through the Prism of the Literature for Children” in the framework of the 170th anniversary of the Finno-Karelian epos “Kalevala”.

1 – 3 November 2005

The conference will take place on the territory of The National Library for Children of the Komi Republic named by S. Ya. Marshak .

The aim of the conference – revival of the interest of young generation to ancient layers of the Finno-Ugrian culture through the book and reading, the contact of spiritual cultures of Finno-Ugrians on the joint of epos, folklore and literature.

Subjects:

· Finno-Ugrian book for children in the context of the national culture

· Forming of the culture of international relations through the book and reading

· Finno-Ugrian epos and ethnic self-awareness

· National literature ( including epos and folklore ) in contemporary children’s reading

· Libraries and preservation of literary legacy of finno-ugrian peoples

· Finno-Karelian epos “Kalevala” and children of XXI century

· Upbringing and folklore: the return to sources

· Peculiarity of Finno-Ugrian  literature for children of last decade

· Children’s folklore and national literature

The conference is timed to coincide with the 70th anniversary of the National Library for Children of the Komi Republic named by S. Ya. Marshak.

Conditions of participation:

To participate in the conference it is necessary to fill in a registration form and send it together with thesises of reports to The National Library for Children of the Komi Republic named by S. Ya. Marshak ( address, fax and telephone number are indicated lower). Your application is to be sent before 01.08.2005.

Please, send all the materials of your reports before 20.08.2005. Digital and printed editions for the exhibitions, please, bring directly to the conference.

If you agree to participate in the conference, please give your answer, and we will send you this invitation by post and by Fax.

The reports must meet following requirements:
1. The title of the report, the name of the author, the name of the organization, the town, the country.

2. The report must contain not more then 6 pages of A4 size, including all pictures and supplements

3. Suggested reports must be presented to the organizing committee in the digital or traditional form.

Your organization will finance travel, and our library will finance accommodation and meal. The registration fee is not levied. If your application is timely, participants in the conference will be met in the airport and the rooms in the hotel will be reserved.

The programme of the conference:

November, 1

· arrival of the participants

· accommodation of the participants

November, 2

· registration of the participants

· the plenary meeting

· the round tables in the framework of the conference

November, 3

-   cultural programme,dedicated to the 70th anniversary of the library

November, 4

· departure of the participants

Contact information:

167981 The Komi Republic, Syktyvkar, Sovetskaya,20

Tel/Fax: (81212) 245296

The director – Golovina Valentina Nicolayevna: (8212)245296

The deputy director – Kiselyova Tatiyana Vasiliyevna: (8212)241148

The coordinator of the organizing committee – Zalesskaya Marina Nicolayevna:  (8212)244672

E –mail: komdet@online.ru; http://www.komi.com/ndbmarshak
We’ll be glad to receive  your propositions concerning  the subject-matter of the conference.

Welcome to Syktyvkar!

The organizing committee of the conference.

