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SONG CONTEST INVITATION

Dear singers, musicians, bands
The first regional song contest for Nordic and Baltic minority languages will take place in Pajala, Sweden on Saturday September 15th 2007. The winners will qualify for Liet Lavlut 2007, the only European Song Contest for minority languages and the fifth contest since the start in 2002 (see www.liet.nl). 

We look forward to your entries of new or relatively resent compositions with lyrics in Swedish (Finland's Swedes), Kvän (Norway), Finnish (Sweden/Norway), Meänkieli (Sweden), Vöry (Estonia), German (Denmark), Kashubian, Carelian, Vepsian, Votian as well as Romani chib and Yiddish within the Nordic and Baltic countries, and other minority languages in the Nordic, Baltic and Carelian regions. You are welcome to send several entries on a CD to the adress mentioned below. Please send your songs before 1st of May 2007.

A small jury consisting of musicians from Torne Valley will choose the about 10 best songs to participate in the contest. 

The chosen songs/groups will get an invitation for the festival. The Qualifying Festival Laulun Laulut will pay for the journey, board and lodging as well as a small allowance (unless we can arrange the entrants' home regions to take on the expenses). There will most likely be two prizes: a Jury Prize and an Audience Prize. The jury consists of a representative from all language groups participating in the contest. The contest will probably be broadcasted live on local radio and accordingly the listeners can vote by SMS. The audience on the spot can of course vote. 

As the region is wide and include a great many languages we expect that at least two of the winners will be invited to Liet Lavlut 2007. The organizers will pay for the journey and board and lodging. In the future we hope that all participants are chosen in semi-finals in each region.

The Swedish organisation of the European Bureau for Lesser Used Languages is the organizer of Laulun Laulut. SWEBLUL also arranged Liet Lavlut 2006 in Östersund, Sweden. The song contest was a massive success and drew a lot of international attention, for example parts of the event was broadcasted on radio all over USA and on several international television channels. In Sweden Liet-Lavlut was sent on prime time television. On December 25th the Swedes was able to enjoy songs performed in 11 minority languages (Facts about Liet-Lavlut 2006 is attached). During Liet Lavlut 2006 songs were performed in Sámi, Meänkieli, Basque, Votian, Frisian, Friulian, Manx Gaelic, Gaelic Galician, Romani chib and Occitania. 

Liet Lavlut 2007 will take place in late autumn. The name of the place will be published as soon as the organizing committee have taken all decisions needed. However, it will soon be announced!

In autumn 2008 the European song contest Liet-Lavlut will be arranged in Frysland, Netherlands. 

Qualifying Festivals take place in Frysland, Netherlands and since many years among Sámis in Sápmi (Kautokeino). The winner in these festivals is automatically given entrance to Liet-Lavlut. Sámis will have their contest in Kautokeino during Easter 2007 (www.saami-easterfestival.org). Laulun Laulut 2007 is the third Qualifying Festival for Liet Lavlut and growing gradually every year. 
The song contest will most likely be broadcasted live on local radio and over Internet. We expect the Nordic and the international press to cover the event, and the Swedish television to report as well.

Laulun Laulut 2008 is already at a planning stage and will probably take place in Vadsö, Norway. 2009 in…?

Laulun Laulut will shortly have a website: www.laulun-laulut.eu. There will be an application form and useful information. More information will gradually be published.

For information about Liet Ynternasjonaal and previous festivals visit www.liet.nl. News will be available at www.sweblul.se
The organizer is

SWEBLUL (www.sweblul.se)

Collaborators are the theatre Tornedalsteatern (www.tornedalsteatern.com), the song group Jord (www.fmg-jord.com) and the municipality of Pajala.

Please send your songs before 1st of May 2007. About 10 songs will be chosen and invitations sent out during June.

For further information please contact

Birger Winsa. E-mail: laulun_laulut@yahoo.se
Coordinator of Laulun Laulut in Pajala on September 15th, 2007.

Please send your songs on a CD to

Laulun-Laulut

Birger Winsa

Rapsodivägen 48

S-142 41 Skogås

Sweden

If you have any questions please contact me by e-mail or phone.
E-mail: laulun_laulut@yahoo.se 
Telephone: +46-8-162359, 

Home: +46-8-7719370
Cell phone: +46(0)73 932 8330

Website:  www.laulun-laulut.eu. (not yet published)
Internet links:

www.tornedalsteatern.com/

www.fmg-jord.com

www.pajala.se

www.sweblul.se
www.liet.nl
www.saami-easterfestival.org

I AM GRATEFUL IF YOU PASS ON THIS INFORMATION TO OTHERS SINGING IN A MINORITY LANGUAGE!

